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Preached before the LORD DEPUTY-> 
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Witha PREFACE humbly addreſsd tothe whole 
Body of Engliſh Proteſtants : Eſpecially thoſe inba- 
biting the Kingdom of IRE LAND. 
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A 
Pzerace to the enſuing SERMONS 
Humbly Addreſs 


To the Whole Body of Engliſh Proteſtants + 
Eſpecially thoſe inhabiting the Kingdom 
of TREL AND. © 


I Have long ggieved to fee the Sacredneſs of the 
Lords Day tun ſo low, as too plainly it appears 
todo, in the opinion of Multitudes, who profels 
themſelves of the Reformed Church of Ireland; 
From the Iriſh Papiſts I never expected better, ſince 
I came to know them: They will zever have penera- 
tion for any thing which Proteſtants account ſacred ; 
as witneſs their conſtant treatment of our Bibles. Nor 
do I apprehend any poſſibility of Reforming them, 
either in this or any other of their lil Principles and 
practices, while they have a (ett of ſuch Manzgers as 
their preſent Prieſts allowed them : and thole tno, 
with ſo abſolute 4 Dominion over them, as is uſual in 
that Church, 

But for meh; that own the name of Proteflinte, 
and glory to be thought Engli/h Proteftants, for theſe 
I ſay, openly to eſpouſe the calumny cf Figmentime 
Anglicanum, 1n caſe of a Divpme right for the T.ords 
Day, and purſuant hereto in their Pradice p*rfettly rof 
fall in with Papiſts, laying alide all Afternoon worſhip 
on the Lords Day, as is done now in very tnany 
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Country Pariſhes in this Kingdom, and onely in tlie 
Morning ſometimes, for f.ſhion-fake to come toChurch, 
as the others do totheir Maſs houſes, is a fad demonz 
ſtration that either they never were true Proteſtants 
( becauſe not underſtanding, or not receiving and: ob- 
ſcrving the Doctrine, L1ws and Worſhip of the 
Church, whereof they profels themſelves Members ) 
or that they have now moſt deplorably degenerated 
21d fallen off from its conſtitution. 

There is yet a farther and z2ore abominable neglef, 
than that, which I have complained of, (and proceed- 
ing no doubt from the fame Principle, that is mean 
and common thoughts of the Lords Day ) perhaps 
nat fo conſtant zs ic other, but very common in 
Country: Cures, namely that they are not ſupplyed any 
otherwiſe bur once a fortnight, orin ſome places once 
in three weeks; yea even where the revenues of the 
place, either of icfelf, or by unions, would well pay 
a Curare relident, and conſtantly attendant. 

With an eye at redreſſiag thele ſo inſufferable and 
uncoriſtion evils, I tick delivered in a great audience, 
and nw publiſh to tae World the enſuing diſcourſe. 
in which I {truck at the root, the Principle before 
taxed; and bavelaid tozether, inthe eleareit light, 
bricfelt compaſs, and moiſt Natural order ( as neer 
as I could comprehcad ) all the bef# Evidences, I 
rexzember produced, in plea for the Divine right of 
me Lords Day, and the true Criſtian way of ballow - 
727 ic, Wincalater point I have ftated, I bope, fo 
as tO conduct ail, who will hear, into truly Holy 
practice ; bur notto burden or intangle the Conſcience 
cf any, who wil conſider, Andall along, as Argumenz 
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tim ad homines, and a Plea which I had great confi- 
.dence in, I have urged ſincerely, what | ke tobs 
the Dedrire of the Church of England, inthis matter. 
It is not to be expected that in fo thort a piece, all 
ſhould be ſaid in ſuch manner as is neceſſary to prevent 
the Exceptions or anſwer the Cavils of many: I accoun- 
ted it therefore neceſſary, hereto add a few things, as 
well for the one purpoſe as the other. 

I have aflerted a Divine right to the Lords Day. 
Now a Dzvine Right may ariſe from a Divine Inſ{itu- 
t:0n, Immediate or Mediate: And again, either of 
thele may be expreſs or yirtual, There are not 
wantivg Authors, of great Name, wliio have main- 
tained the Lords day to have been appcinted, for the 
day of publick Ch:i{tian Worſhip, by cur Lords own 
21uth, at ſome of his Apparitions, and in fome of 
his Diſcourſes to his Diſciples, in the interval of his 
Reſureftion and Aſcention. If ſo, then would there 
be a Divine Right by immediate expreſs Inſlitutior, 
But I will frankly acknowledg this (although not at 
all unlikely, but rather of che higheſt probabiliry, 


yet) to have been advanced, in my judginent, with , /* 


better Intention than Evidence. I have therefore - 
mainly, as to Authority immediate from our Lord 
himſelf, inſiſted upon his xn prafiice, by his fre- 
quent preſence at, and ſolemn meeting in, the Af- 
ſcmblies of his Diſciples and faithful followers, on 
that day ; And.when he appeared no more, ſending 
in their Aſiegably on that day, the Holy Ghoſt upon 
them all ; which I ayer to be Virtual Infliturion : 
Andi an Inſticution, thersis no queſtion at all, of 
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[iv] | 
it's being immediately Divine, Then in purſuance 
hereof, I inſiſt alſo on the continued pradlice of the A- 
poliles, from the very day of our Lords RefurreRiionz 
as far as15 Recorded, folemnly aſſembling, ſtiil on 
that day (which can hardly be conceived without 
{2me private directions ſuggeſted from himſelf ) and 
their giving order in the Churches ( eſpecially of the 
Gentiles) which they planted for the publick Aſſem- 
blies to be made heteon, Their pradiceI avertobe 
a contznuance of a virtual Divine Inflitution, and their t 
Orders given, an expreſs Divine Inſtitution, but both 
indeed AZ:diate. And if there be any of our Church 
W-9are not willing to allow theſe, and eſpecially the 
Apoſtles praftice and orders, to be ſufficient grounds of 
a Divine Right, I deſire, that they will not herein be roo 
peremp:ory , leaft they be found leſs conſtant tothem- 
ſelves; particularly, in denying that to be a Divine 
Righr in caſe of the Lords day, which they not onely 
agit bur plead as a Divine Right, in other caſcs, to 
ſoine of them perhaps of more comfortable imporz 
tance ; ſuppoſe Epiſcopacy and Church: Rights. 

As to iiylivg the Lords day a Chriſtian Sabbath 
(which ] have not done, but after our Church) I ac- 
knowledg it can be called (oonly ( ayeatyas,) by pro- 

I portion andxot ftricly, THE Chriſtian Sabbath, pro= 
> petly & enunently, is that, which rezzains to the people 
of God, Heb. iv. 9, A Chriſtian Sabbath, I conceive, 
i may with much more propriety be called; Forif 
it be a Sabbath at all {cor aday of Reſt ordinarily from 
{-rviſe labour) it muſt be acknowledged a Chriſtian 
Sabvath.: Frxiſh, Turkiſh, or Heathen we ars ſure 
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[v.] 
itis not. And for giving it the Name Sabbath, 
though I confeſs the frequency of this ſtyle is more 
Novel, and peculiar to fome People, yet it is plain, 
by our Homilzes, that Our Reformers diduſc it. And 
I am ſure Origen ſo Rylesit, and if Iamnor miſtaken 
another of the Fathers alſo, whom I name not for 
fear of errcur ; the beſt part of my books having 
been ſtrangers ro my Eyes, now above ſeven years: 
for which reaſon1 have forborn to cite particularly 
molt of the Authorities I have alledged as I pals a- 
long. Bur if need be I promiſe ſacredly particular 
citations ina new Edition, when God ſhall reſtore 
my: books to me. TI alledge, what 1 do now, moſtly 
out of Excerpra, taken many years ago by my ſelf, 
bur not with connexions and references fo particular, 
as. I can fully cruſt to. -But ro Return, That 
which makes many perſons of found and good Judg- 
ment ſhy of this name Sabbith under Chriſtianity, 
Is I conceive, for that they, who uſe it moſt, ſeem 
under this ſtyle to endeavour the introducing a Fu- 
daical Toke, and entitcling the Lords day, to all the 
Sabbatical ſiriftneſſes or ſeverities of the bodily Reſt, 
impoſed on the old people, by the letter of the fourth 
Commandment, and the Precepts appendant to it, 
in the Law, | As to Duration of time, they would 
oblige all Chriſtian people to a Natural:day of twen- 
ty four hours, from Even to Eyen, er from twelve 
of the Cleck Midnight to twelye of the Clock Mid- 
night; in all which ſpace, they would bear usin hand, 
nothing is to be done, which was not lawful for the 
Jews to have done on their Sabbath, Nay indeed 
as 
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[ vi] 
as tothe ſiriftneſs of the Reſt, diverſe Liberties allow- 
ed- (becauſe not forbidden) the Jews, are by theſe 
teachers, upon the pretence of a. Sabbath Spiruual as 
well as Corporal, {aid to be forbidden Clhriltian people; 
even by the /eeter of the fourth Commandment, And 
thus, intolerable burthens, and inextricable ſnares, 
the particulars of which would require a volume to 
ſer down, are prepared for us, As to all which, I 
conceive, it People would duely heed, no more need 
to be ſaid, for the diſentangling Conſcience, from 
the {cruples theſe men have injected, than that true- 
ly Apoſtolical Canon, Acts xy. It ſeemed good to the 
Holy Ghoſt, and to us, tolay nogreater burden upon you 
than theſe neceſſary things ; That ye abſtain from meats 
offered to Idols, and from bloud, and from things firang- 


lrd, and from fornication : Amongſt which neceſſary | 


things, theres no Syllable importing any of the Sab- 
batical Rites, Nor: can it be ſaid, 'the Reaſon of 
fach ſilence was, the fenſe the world had of the im- 
wutable Obligation of the fourth Command; for the 
Obligation of the ſixth, and ſeventh Commandments 
anuſt be acknowledged as immutable ; yet is cheze 
mention here-of Fornication, and of Blood, in the 
very Conciliary Decree. Ido conclude therefore 
as-well from hence, .as. from Colleſſ. ii, (urged in the 
difcourſe) thatall the Ceremonial part of the fourth 
Command, .with the appendant Laws, are truely 
ceafed ; nailedtothe Croſs of Chriſt, and by ittaken 
away ; whichis amply ſufficient for the ſetting Gonl- 
cience ar liberty, But I muft together conclude 
that the Natural and Spiritual pars of that Command- 
£0 ment | 
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[vii] 
ment are no whit atall infringed, The natural part 
was and is nothing but immurable and Eternal Equity. 
That God ſhould bave 4 due proportion of our time ; 
And that natſo much privately, by ſecret Devoti- 
on of our own (though that be neceſflary alſo) as by 
4 publick. ſeparating it, or cutting ic oft, from Comz- 
mon Employments, to publick ſacred Offices. 
Thus much of a Sabbath 1 infift on tobe perpernally, 
and naturally Moral, from Paradiſe in Fiden, to 
Paradiſe in a better World, And as to the Spiritual 
part of the Command, that certainly is ſo far from 
being abuted by the Goſpel-Occonomy, that itis ra- 
ther fet higher. Thereis none deny the Chriſtian is 
bound to the Spiritual Reſt : onely fome tell us, and 
thar not without Reaſon, thar this is our Duty, for 
our whole life, and not for one day in the week 
onely. 

I Sch with all my heart this Doctrine, of Chrif- 
tian peoples being obliged to endeavour, their whole 


. life my be a Spiricual Sabbath, a Reſt from Sin, 


Carnality Veluptuouſneſs, &c. And I onely deſire 
we may hold roit, Let all thoſe therefore, who 
bold this Doctrine pardon me, it I adventure (ac- 
cording to their Conceffians, A4inus 4qmo petere, ut 
equum feram) to intreat them, and all Chriſtian 
People, butto keep the Tords day as ſuch a Spiritual 
Reſt, In plain terms, I would defire no more to- 
wards the keeping Holy the Lords day, than that 
the Chriſtians of the preſent Age, would in private 
keepthe Lords day as perfettly a Spiritual Sabbath, as 
the Primitive Chriſtians did every day in the week. : 
onely 
au. 
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onely with this Addition ; That what publick Offices 
the Primitive Chriltians obſerved conſtantly ©n each 
Lords day, may allo be obſerved thereon by us at 
preſent ; and what Liberties they forbore always, may 
be forborn on this day. 

- _; Thepoint of controverſy falls mainly on private 
+0 or Family-duties. Theſe ſomes men cannot endure 
/> that all Chriſtian People ſhould be obliged rv: And 
for the ſhifting oil the neceſſity of theſe, and (erting 
the ordinary people free to Games and Sports on the 
Lords Day-afternoon, diverſe Laborious, and ſome 
truely not unlearned Books, have been written; 
Whereia I mult confeſs I cannot but wonder to fee 
Proteſtant DoCtors hunt for, and greedily ſnap thoſe 
Nice diſtinCtions, in uſe with the Popiſh Schools, for 
the defence of che corruptions of their Church, and 

eravely apply them for tie deciſion of Caſes of Cor 
ſcience againſt their Proteſtant Brethren : I willwor 
lanch forth into particulars of Controverſy, but in- 
ſtead thereof, purſuant to what I now defired, onely 
lay down t2yo concluſions, which I ſuppoſe mult ap- 
prove themſelves, by their own ntrinſick Evidence, | 
without Controverſy, to the conſcience of all who -| 
underſtand and will conſider them. 1. None who | 
call themſelves Chriſlians may, in this Age inake ſuch 
Liberties, Sports, Games and Recreations, as It can- 
not be proved the Primitive Chriſtians allowed them- 
ſelves on any days, ro be their ordinary divertiſments 
on the T,ords Day, And if fo, I am ſure Cards, Dice, 
Tables, &c, within doors; Dancing, Pipeing, Re- 
yells, &c. without doors, mult all be lid _ 
or 
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For none can thew, the Antient Chriſtians uſed theſe 
any daies, On the contrary many Canons of the 
antient Councils ſeverelly condemn them at all times ; 
eſpecially ro ſome Perſons, And if there ſhould be 
any of our Clergy, who plead for thoſe within: door 
Games mentioned, they will do well to conſult the 
XLII, Iriſh Canon, and the Old Injundions in the 
Reformation of King Edward and Queen Elizabeth, 
whence molt probably the Compilers of our Canons 
more immediatly took thoſe parts of them, and 
whence I hope they may be ſatisfied, But topre- 
ceed: I fay 2dly. In all dewbrfil caſes, it is ſtill the 
beſt to take the ſafer fide, and that, . which in ic ſelf 
cannot be ſinful, but is Pious and commendable, 
Now certainly, upon the Lords day, preparing our 
elves for our publick Devotions by private Prayer, Ex- 
amination of Conſcience, and compoſing our minds 


-.to a ſerious temper and awful epprehenſions of Ged, 


whom we are to worſhip, before 2ye go to Church ; 
Recollefions in convenient time when we are return- 
ed, Examining and In{traufting our Children and Ser- 
yants, cauling them to atrend Reading and Family: 
prayers and Pſalms for ſome reaſonable time, and 
7eſtraining them all the day long from many Liberties 
v{ual on common dayes, 'all'theſe can have, cf them- 
ſelves nofin in them ; but are pious and commendable, 
and will turn to our own and our Families account 

one day, if not at preſent. 
Herein, let the forced Conceſſzons of fome of the 
keeneſt diſputantsin behalf of Sunday Sports be heard. 
D * 1, What- 


[x] 
«« r, Whatever may hinder either the worſhip of 
« God it (elf, or our profiting therein; ſhould be 
« forborn and avoided, ----- ---- 
| Tronſides 7 Que- © For all ſuch things, whatſoe- 
tions. Cap. 24. © ver, as keep us from, or hin- 
P. 224, Þ. 269, © der us in the Publik Werſhip, 

6 are altogether unlawful on the 


& Lords Day. (2.) It is not unlawful to obſerve. 


* the Lords Day with as great ftrineſs as the Jews 
« did the Sabbath: provided we have no opinion, 
*« that ſuch reſt is of neceſſity to be vbſcrved, under 
cs pain of fin, putting Religion therein | p. 227, } 
& And that we cenſure not others who uſe their liber- 
«* ty;. nor out of a ſuperſtitious fear decline the doing 
* any work of Neceility or Charity, the benekit 
* whereof would be utterly loſt; were the preſent 
*© oppottunity negledted ( 3.) Thoſe who can and 
© will ſpend the vacant time of the Lords Day, in 
*« the private Exetciles of piety, ought not to be 
*< difcountenanced or diſheartened, but encouraged 
* rather p, 268, Ina word, let all follow thus 
what their own conſciences, when they are ſerious 
cannot ( what the very learned defenders of ſuck 
Liberties as they are fond of, when they conſulted 
their own confciences, could not ) but confeſs, and 
there is little queſtion but the whole Lords Day will 
be generally ſpznt asin this diſcourſe is prefſed. 

| Ir may be obſerved, I have not Erefſed (uch (everi- 
tics, as exclude due refreſhments, and keeping the 
{pirics in vigour and cheerfulnels: Nor dol luppos 
tho 
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thoſe expreſſions giving the whole day to God, and the 


like, which I have produced out of holy mens writ- 
Ings, ule to be taken in ſuch a rigorous ſenſe that the 
private and publick duties having been con!cientiouſly 


performed and ({ecured, any ſhould conclude it unjaw- 


ful, for people to walk abroad awhile in freſh air, an1 
Contemplate the works of God, and enjoy themſclves 
in beholding and moderately uſing them. No nor 
for them ſitting at home, to ler drop, at their Meals 
or otherwiſe, out of the times of their Devotions, 
ſomething of innocent cheerful diſcourſe ; or, as oc- 
calion ofters, to ſpeak touching matters of concern- 
ment tothem,or of the common Occurrents in Human 
affaics ; though the leſs of this the better. In a word : 
That, which I infift on as required, is, that 41! 
this day, Chriſtians take care, not to diſorder their 
hearts for the worſhip of God, but that, after their 
leyeral refreſhments, they may return again, with 
compoled minds, tothe thoughts of God and Heaven, 
and their duties z; andin the Evening ſweetly commit 
their Souls and Badys, their family and ſubſtance, to 
the Divine protection, repoſing themſclves com- 
fortably .ia Gods favour, and in the good hopes of 
his acceptancein Chriſt Jeſus. 1f thus the day be (penr, 
it is as much givento God, as our preſent condition 
will ſuffer us. 

But wili ſome ay; if this be all you contend for, 
who denies the Divine obligation of the Lords Day, 
or.its ablervation, thus ſtated? TI anſwer, many 
bave dong-end {till do denyit, Onely it comes to 
paſs in this particular caſe ( what does more generally, 

55, mee WS when 
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when men write in defence of ſuch DeQrines, which 
their Intereſt rather than their Conſcience approves ) 
tha: by their own conceſſions in conſcience, they 
ſomecimes contradict, what they bave faid for Inte- 
reft. And hence it is that we may eafily pick, out 
of our very Adverſaries writings, ſundry memorable 
paſſages which favour us, and ſo ſometimes they deny, 
what we contend for, and ſometimes they grant it. 
In the mean time, what is the effe&t which theſe 
Learned mens denying ( flatly and direaly) ſome- 
times in their writings; ſometimes in ordinary dil- 
courſe ( and it were to be wiſhed they did it not in their 
molt ſacred diſcourſes too) what I ſay isthe effett 
- which their denying che morality of the fourth command 
has in the World ? T'ruely nothing but the growth of 
Licentionſneſs and Irreligion. I know they pretend 
onely to Innocent Liberty, and eafing peoples Con- 
ſciences of endleſs Scruples : But is not Conſcience 
caly enough by aſſerting ſuch a Morality and Obſerva- 
tion of a Chriſtian Sabbath as above ?. They would be 

underſtood to deny meerly ſuch a Natural Morality of 
the letter of the fourth Command, as there is in the 
firſt, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 

That is thou ſhall worſhip the Lord thy God and him 4- 

lone ſhalt thou ſerve; The Jultneſs and Obligation 

whereof, the very light of Nature, or reflecting ups 

en the very Terms, doth dictate to us, : They would 

be content, they'l ſay, to allow unto the fourth Com- 

14nd akind of Equitable morality and own the com? 
mand.to0 in ſome regard as poſitively Moral. Nor 

do I deny, but that when they thuy ſpeak, they your 

waits 


Me dar ac: ak 


os” Pants 


[ xi1 ] 

what, if ſtri&ly taken and well underſtood, is reaſon ; 
and as farr forth as there is reaſon and truth in it, 1 
have ownedit: Butthe People in the mean time «n- 
derfiand not the Nice and diflinit degrees of Morality. 
And when they read or here learned men deny the 
Morality of the fourth Commancment, they take all 
at Random; and think themſelves ar liberty. They 
lay with themſelves ** If indeed we keep the Lords 
« Day, tis true we do well; butif we ce fit to travel, 
© or if we take our pleaſure, or bodily eaſe, all that 
*«<. day, we fin not: For the fourth command is not 
* moral: And the Lords Day is onely a Church 
«© Holy day, All dayes under the Goſpel are equal 
« asour moſt learned Doftors teach us. Nowis it 
not evident that by theſe T'erms, ſuch learned men 
have betrayed poor plain people into Licentionſneſs 
Prophaneſs and Irreligion? And were it not better, 
tobe: more cautious, and allow all the Decalogue to 
be moral, as indeed it is in one degree or other (though 
one command, or one duty, may ſometimes give place 


to another, as Sacrifice to Aetcy ) and onely to teach, 


that the fourth command had one ſenſe tothe Feows, 
and another to us Chriſtians; as had the Preface to all 
the commands, Thp God that brought thee ont 


-of the Tand, 8c, and divers paſſages in other Com- 


mands. And finally to preſs the Eyangelical ſenſe of 
all; which none queſtion to be moral enough s were 
not this I ſay much better, than by our Learning and 
exactnels, by terms unknown to Scripture, and diſtin- 


Cons not underſtood by common people, to become 


Authors of their ſins? I leave this to-the conſcience 
and 
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and conſideration of all prudent and ſerious Chriſti- 
ans, and paſs on to another point in the following - 
diſcourſe, which ſome haply may. cenſure. po 

Amongft the conflant publick Duties of the Lords 
day, Ihave reckoned Communicating, And herein 
ſome will conceive [ have gene beyond the Law of 
our Church, which Requires, as they may think, 
by her Rubrick, that the people Communicate but 
three times 4 year, To this I (ay, this is indeed the 
leaft which, according ts the Laws of our Church, will 
exempt people from Cenſurez but this is far from 
vcing all, which ſhe wauld bring her Sons to, For 
ſhe has provided a Communion-ſeryice, not only for 
every Lords day, but for every holyday in the year ; 

And by diverle paſſages of the Rubrick (more than 
I am willing toinliſt on at preſent) ic appears ſhe de- 
fires more. I may not wavethat, particular Text of 
the Rubrick Is Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, 
where there are many Prieſts, every Sunday at the 
leaſt, except they bave 4 reaſonable cauſe to the contra- 
7), &c, And furtherto back this Rubrick, I muſt ſos 
lemnly profeſs, I do not ſee how any Chriſtian-can 
ſarisfie himlelf, that he walks accerding to Scripture 

and Primitive Rule, who (except in caſcs of neceſlis 
ty, or want of opportunity) Communicates ſeldomer 
than each Lordsday. In the beginning of Chriſti- 
anity, . *is plain from A&s ii, 42. they Communis 
cated dayly: Aad this Cuſtome continued in « great 
part of che Church for above four hundred Years 
after Chriſt, . St. Auſtin particularly (who dyed 
net till the year of our Lord, 430). not only men- 

t10ns 


o Ws 4 TS... 


en te Ls 


—K 


[1 


[xv ] 


- tions it as then Cuſtomary, but exhorts to it. I 


will not urge, that in the Romith Church we may 
obſerve the Footſteps of this practice ſtil}, from their 
dayly private Maſſes, But I muſt note that the 
( minimnmn quod fic or) meſt ſeldom returns, that we 
read the Adminiftration hereof had, inthe Apoftolical 
age, were On every Lords Day. On the firſt day of the 
weeh, when the Diſciples came together to break, Bread 
&c. Acts xxi. And I wiſh thoſe words which Sr. 
Paul reports as in the Body of the Inſtitution, from 
our Saviour, and which our Church from St, Paul 
inſeres into the form of Conlecration, Do this as oft as 


ye Drink it inremembrance of me, had been better con- 


lidered ( eſpecially as they ſtand in the Original ) than 
they are, by molt interpreters. I think I could eaſily 
and evidently make out, that rhey import no leſs than 
an expreſs command to this purpoſe, every day where- 
on you publickly aſſemble, ſee you celebrate my Supper. 
Let this be a conſtant part\of every days publick 
Worſhip. Butthe due DeduQtion of this ſenſe would 


1 take up inore room, than I may at preſent allow my 
ſelf. However ſtill I challenge, any inſtance to be 


produced from Scripture, of Chriſtians in the Apoliles 
age communicating ſ{eldomer than each Sunday. [I 
may therefore reaſonably conclude rouching this Ru- 


;} brick of our Church, not puniſhing the negligence 


DO 


4 of fuch as Communicate bur thrice a year, a3 oar Lord 
4 does touching Divorce, Becauſe of the hardneſs of 
mens hearts it is ſuffered to them ; but from the begin» 


ing it was not ſo; nor isit the mind of our Church 


it ſhould be ſo. The Lords Supper was and till 


ought, 
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oaght to be, as occaſion requires, Adminiſtred ofte- 
ner than on each Lords day ; but, it being plain that 
the conltant celebration of rae Lords Supper and the 
Lords Day coming in as it were together, and that nei- 
ther any order or practice of the Apoſtles, nor any 
Canon of the Church, has ſeparated them, or exclus 
ded the Lords Supper, from the publick duties of the 
Lords Day; the ſeparation of them, which is now 
come into the Church, can onely be made by the cor- 
ruptton anJ degeneracy of the latter Chriſtian ages : 
And whether either the corruption or degeneracy of 
others, will be a good plea forthe like in us one day, 
it behoves us to conlider in time, For my own part 
an reſolved, I and as many as I can prevail with ſhall 
neverrun the venture. I will Communicate or Ad- 
miniſter, it I can get but three Chriſtians with me, at 
leaſt every Lords day : And let others forbear it at 
their peril, and as they will anſwer, before God and 
Chriſt the Righteous Judge, at the laſt day. 

It remains now I onely add a word or two for re- 
moving thoſe negleRs which in the begining I taxed, 
as fo frequent, eſpecially amongft the Iriſh Prote- 
ſtants, in molt Country Pariſhes, 

The Neglet of afternoon publick worſhip, and ſo 
of Catecbiſing youth with that conſtancy that the 
Laws have enjoyned, is ordinarily pleaded to be xe- 
ceſſitated, or made in a manner unavoidable, by the 
diftence of the Pariſhioners dwellings from the Chure 
chesin the Country, Butrothis I anſwer ( 1, ) This 1s 
not ſo conſtant every where, but that thereare ſorae 
competent mumber of Proteſtant Inhabitants _— 

uc 


[ xvii } 
ſuck - convenient diſtance, as that there might be i 
ſmaller Congregation in the afternoon: And then, 
families might be warned by turns, and in courſe, to 
{cnd+heir younger people on afternoons to Catechiſm; 
which thing might-be made convenient by a hundred 
little Contrivances, that the meaneſt capacities ( if 
people had but a good heart for their duty) would 
quickly find out. As for iaſtance, if my young people 
Caine with me to Church inthe morning, I could eaſ1- 
ly let them ſtay a dinner-time at their Neighbours 
houſe neerer the Church than wy own, that they 
may be at Evenipg ſervice and Catechiſm. If they 
do not, I can order them to be ready, by ſuch atime 
asT come home, to take the Horle-or Horſes; witk 
which I and others of my Family went ro Church if 
the Morning, and they will be early enough for their 
duty. Atrue good will, andalitle zeal for our Reli- 
gion, may find out more and better expedients as cit- 
cumltances may varle. -( 2 ) If the Mizifers houſe be 
ſo far diltant from the Church, are his and all ſubſtan= 
tial Religivus Neighbours Houſes, lo out of the way,that 
there can be no {mall afternoon-Aſﬀemblies, in any of 
them? It any be unwilling to have their houſe fo cori 
ſantly troubled every Lords Day, convenient Houſes 
m ſeveral diffrits may be taken by turns, and inthe 
morning notice given at the Church, that evening 
Prayers will be at fuch a Family this day, and at ſuch 
a one the next Lords Day &c, Now here young 
people may convenien:ly apperr for Catechiſm: 
'This will be made muck the mors toletable ro pooret 
Inhabitants, if there s a tule ſet up, that there 5e n# 
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ſuch cuſtom at any time permitted as giving Drink 
and Entertainments tothe Neighbours that Atfemble» 
any more than there is at Church. Bur I am aſhuned 
to deſcend to ſuch minute matters; T leave this 
to good Chriſtians piety and prudence : Andtake no- 
tice in a word of the other more groſs negle& above 
taxed, namely the Clergies coming to their Cures but 
once a forenight, or ſeldomer. Fi: 5s 

Where the {]:nderneſs of the maintenance is ſuch, 
that better proviſion cannot be made, this isro be 
born and lamented, But in other caſes I hope the 
Goyernours of the Church will not bear with it, and 
I am ſure, itis inexculable on any other ſcore, ſave 
that of neceffity. Ar leaſt itis no excuſe to an Ins 
cumbent (what is too uſualy pleaded) A4y Neighbours 
are content with once a fortnight, what need I troubte 
my ſelf any more? To this I lay (1). This plea is 
made many times where it is not true : Same Neigh- 
bouts are content (o, not all. And they, who cana - 
not be fo confident, as to complain to their Miniſtets 
face, will doit in his abſence: Or, though haply 
they dare not accuſe him to his Biſhop, will mutter of 
it ro perſons of meaner rank, and amongſt themſelves 
at home. (z) If the peopleare fo (atished, yet is not 
this practice a ſatisfaRion to the Law of God, or to 
the Church ; nor wil ir be a ſatisfaQion one day to a 
mans. conſcience, Inſhort, Is the Lords Day tobe | 
kept holy ? Is the publick worſhip thereon a Chriltian 
Duty or No? If ir be, How then dare any perſon, 
to whom the Charge of Souls is commited, be Au- 
thor eo rhem of NegleGting gnt, or Prophaning the 


other ? 
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ether > Will not one Day all ſuch his Peoples negleRs 
and Prophanations, all their Alchouſe-meetings, Re- 
velling, Drunkeneſs and other Debaucheries, ated 
on the Lords Day, be charged on ſuch their Miniſter ? 
And laftly, in caſe the people really be thus content, 
it is a ſhrewd Argument they are groſly Lukewarm 
and Irreligious. Now it would be enquired, and will 
one day, is not the peoples lukewarmneſs, their Mi- 
nilters fa? Has not he been a Precedent to them 
therein ? Has not his negled of his duty bred them 
thereto? If they had been better inſtrufted, more 
conſtantly warned & called upon, they would bave had 
more knowledg, more warmth, more ſence of their 
duty, more Faith and belief of its obligation, than 
to have ſatisfed themſelves with ſuch ſlender atten- 
dance on God, and olittle minding their Souls. Bur 
*ris time to finiſh this large Porch to ſo ſmall a Fabrick. 

| What have ſaid, is from a ſerious conſcience of my 
own Duty, and inthe real fear of God. If ir have 
effeQ to amend any, I ſhall rejoyce therein and bleſs 
Gad, If it haye not, Ihave born my teſtimony in 
this great and publick concern of Religion. I will 
not by Gods grace be an offender 2gainſt my own 
rules:- And Icruft one day, that whatever my De- 
fec&s and Omiffions have been tn other cafes, (as 
they are and haye beep, Gad help me, very many ) 
yet that God threugh Chriſt will one day pardon 


 themall, and judge touching me, as to this Matter 


that Liberavi animam meam. God deliver us all 
from thoſe judgments, both here and hereafter, 
which our Relaples after our late Repentance, and 
"75 | YENs 
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[xx] | 
vows in our Miſeries, or to ſpeakit in Scripture lans | 
47 acones our 7eturnimg to our vomit, may moſt juſt- 
y bring upon us, and for which I muſt declare, bes 
fore all the World, I dayly expe& yet a return of 
an over flowing ſcourge, in one kind or other, if not 
prevented by a ſudden Reformation; to which I 
know no one thing that will be of more general con-- 
ducement, than aſtri& and conſtant obſervation of 
the Lords Day, the thing I have aymed at in this 
paper, and in the following Diſcourſe, 
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\HE Reader way be pleaſed to nnderftand the whole 
-Y Paragraph included in Crechets thus [ : 

"> pag. 13 and I4. as alſo another out of Ignatius, peg. 
27,28. were paſſed over, for haſte*s ſexe, at the delivery of 
this Sermon, bur were notwithſtanding now thowght fit to 
appear intheir places. 
| ERRAT A. 

Age 19.1. 21. ſor thereon read then. p. 26; 1.7. for ſeen 
r. been. p. 28. 1.26, 27.the words (namely by our Lords 
appointment, as in other caſes) ſhould not have been put 
in Italick letter, for they are not the Fatkers words. p. 36.1n 
the margia r. from ill imputations. In Pref. p. itt. 1. penult. r. 
a Virtual. p, ix. 1.3. r. ſeyerely. Other literal eſcapes crave 
pardon on courſe, 
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Revelation I, Ver. x. Firſt part. 


F 4 was tn the Spirit ou the Lords Day. 
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3 aſſert, Ficft, the Divine Right ef 164 Diſy 
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Hi theſe words I purpoſe wy Aeon. 


| of the Lords Day ; Then, the 
true Chriſtian way of keeping ir. 
f was in the Spirit on the Lords Day ; 
which day I ſhall not doubr, after 
ſome of the Fathers, but eſpecially 
after our own Church, both in ker 
Cannons and much oftner, and more 

B expreſly 


A Sermon touching 
expreſly in the Homily concerning * 
the Time and Place of Prayer, to ſtite 
a Chriſtian Sabbath. 

Set]. And firſt as to its Divine Right ; 
The ſtyle *Tis the Lords Day. In the Origi- 
og re nal Greek Kvg:axd iuige* An Epither 
Lora: Day for Term) but once more occurring 
zo be of in Holy Writt, viz. x Cor. xi. 20. 
—_Y * where the Holy Communion is cal- 

led Kugraxdy Ieimvor* The Lord's Supper: 
Beth equally the Lords, becauſe 
both, by the ſame appropriative 
term, ſtyled ſuch - And if both e- 
qually his, then both Inſticuted by 
him. 

Touching the Lords Inſticutien 
of his Supper none doubteth - And 
why ſhould any doubt of his Inftitu- 
tion of the Lords Day? when *cis 
the ſame Lord to whom both are ho- 
ly - And when by a word peculiar, 
or Which ſeems coined on purpoſe 
to aſſert his claim, he, the ſame 
Lord, has avouched them both his ; 
and nothing elſe, throughout the 
whole Scripture, in the ſame ſtile a- 
vouched his. E 
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the Lords Day. 


” Yet are there amongſt us, I mean $9 ;- 

that call themſelves Sous of our | 
Church, too many, Who really place * 
the Lords Day upon the ſame level & 


with (it not below ) other Church 
Holy-days : they do fo ar leaſt, if we 
may judg of their Faith by their 
Works, which ſome think ſurer both 
diſcoveries and tefils of what men 
believe, than any words can be. I 
crave your patience therefore while: 
I remove that inſolent demand, (ic 
is ſoat leaſt, as ſome uſe to pur-it} 
How can you make out the Inſtitu-- 
tion of the Eords Day 2 and where 
find you , or what ground is there 
for, a Septenary Chriſtian Sabbath 2 

' The anſwer is: A Chriſtian Sab- 
bath according as Chriſtian Temples, 
a Chriftzan Prieſthood and other ne-. 
cellary appendages of Chriſtian Wor- 


ſbip; we cannot expett ro meet with 


elder than Chriſtianity it ſelf. Burt 
a Sabbath, no leſs than Temples or 
places dedicated to Divine Worſhip, 
no..leſs. than a Prie/thoed and fuch 
like adjunts of Worſhip we find 
much elder,cyen before Moſes's Law, 
ME B 2 " as 
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A Sermon touching 
as well as under it; and all perpers: 
al, all pofitively moral; though as 
the new Law came. it muſt be con- 


received thereby ſome new modifi- 
S&. 177. cations as well as new names. Now 
The ſum of the fun of whar I ſhall advance to 
the furiber clear this matter, ſhall be direQed 
proefe cotheſe three Points. 


the Law natural. 

A Seventh day by God's eldeſt 
Laws politive. | 

This Seventh day by the Law 
Chriſtian; I mean the eldeſt Records 
of our Chriſtianity. 

I muſt for that brevity's ſake, which 
uſe has made neceſſary, wave the 
deductions I had prepared at letigth 
from the Law of Nature, as to this 
matter, and fay in few words, ſum- 


marily. \ 
Set.1V. MNatureteaches, God is pn zo 
Natwal be worſhipped. Publick Worſhip can- 
_—_— * not be without 2ezmes publickly aſcer+ 
We rained for it. If ſuch times b: either 
too ſhort, or t90 ſeldom — 
. Tac 


feſt all, and particularly che Sabbath, 


A Sabbath or certain day of reſt. 
for Publick Worſhip is ditated by 
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the Lords Day. © 
the impreſſions of God, of Holy: 
neſs, and of an Unſeen World, which 
ſach Publick Werſhip is defigned ro 
make on the Worſhippers, will ei- 
ther be very ſlight, or by infrequen- 
o defaced beyond recovery: In ei- 
ther of . which caſes, the worſhip is 
rendred «profitable. Further, ' Hin 
tis ipoſhble tor us intirely ro attend 
two things at once, therefore on ſuch 
days as this Publick Worſhip is to be 
paid, common bufine/s is to be laid a- 
fide. There muſt then, through all 
Bodies or Societies of People,be fre- 
quent vacations from ordinary Em- 
ployments, for the Publick Worſhip 
of God: That is a Sabbath or fixt 
and certain time of holy reſt; for the 
publick Offices of Religion is from Na- 
rure. 
| For ſuchreaſons as theſe (to come «£.q y. 
briefly ro Law poſitive) we may The fir{e 
with humble reverence conceive, it #2/tie:ion 
was, that the moſt holy and wile ;;,; _ 
God has provided there ſhould be paraiſe. 
extant a very carly Revelation, and 
moſt axcient Record of his reſting im- 
mediately upon the /niſhing of rhe 
Tt, Creation, 
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Creation, Gen. ii. v. 1,2, 3. Thus the 
Heavens and the Earth were finiſhed, 

and all the hoſt of them; and on the 
Seventh day God ended his work which 

he had made, and refled the Seventh 
day from all his works which he had. 
made, and God Bleſſed the Seventh 
day and ſanfified it: becauſe in 

it he had refled from all his work 
which God created and made. By. 
theſe words there muſt be deſigned. 

cither a diret Command given, ar at 

leaſt a precedent, in the Oeconomy 

of God's aftions, prepoſed, which 

might be inſtead of a Command for 
keeping a Seventh day from the be- 

gining Holy unto God. For mine 

own part I am of the mind, with 
Br tA the * generality of Interpreters, both 
of the Re- anticent and modern, Ir is a Com- 
formed Di- mand. For what leſs can be meant 
wer Sd by Gods bleſſing the Seventh day and 
Reſeked AY ſanttlifyimmg it. Let bleſing it-f onifle 
werſe ef the what it can, ſanitifying 7t in the very 
"grill primary. ſenſe of the word fignifies, 
of che Afeparating ic, namely to Religious 
R-m:aniſes. purpoſes... Naw how could it be 
Orig Sb. chus ſeparated without a Command? 
bat-cap.t-:--.2 The 
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The conceit of a Prolepfs here, or Set. VI. 
that this was ſpoken and recorded ws ary 
out of time, only as a kind of ante. ; 
dating the Fourth Commandment, 
beſides that it is forced, if not raſh 
(and with all likelihood, in that pgrear 
perſon who firſt advanced the Noti- 
| on, due meecrely to an exceſs of zeal 
| againſt Judaiſm) is, no better than a 
| bold begging of the Queſtion with- 

out any ground in the Text or Con- 
text : rather indeed, againſt the ma! 
nifeſt import and ſcope of both. For 

_*cis plain thence, that the Six days 

and the works thereof being ended, 

God did then | or on that firſt Se- 
venth day of time ] actualy ref, 
that is as St. Auſtin expounds it, 
J ceaſe from making other kinds of Crea- 
 Zares. But how incongruous is it ta 
refer things ſpoken continuedly, and 
eonnetted as done in one and the 
ſame inftant, to reſer ſuch things, I 
fay,toſodiſtant parts of time? (viz.) 
Gods re/tixg to the firſt Seventh: day 
of time, and his being and ſantify- 
zng the Seventh day to another like 
Seventh-day, above two thouſand- 
years 


Af Sermen touching 
years aſter 2. This is forcing wide x: 
ſunder what Gad joined. Who. can 
digeſt this Paraphraſe on the Text? 
* God having, finiſhe. his Six days 
* work, then Reſted the Seventh 
* day; andtwothouſand fave hund: 
* red and fourteen 'years aſter, he 
*« SanCtified the like day of the 
« Weck, or appeinted it to be kept 
« Holy. It fo, I fay here are two Se- 
wventh days ſpoken of is ane and the 
ſame word: the Seventh day where- 
on God reſted, and the Seventhday 
which recurred in the weekly courſe 
ſo long after ; whieh I think all men 
of ſenſe muſt acknowledge to be as 
great a violence as was ever uſed to 
a word ; and neverallowed in inter- 
preting any other place of Scripture ; 
Wherefore not to be admitted here. 
Add hereto, that when chis Infti- 
tution.came to be reinforced at $izaz 
( theobſervation of the Sabbath hay- 
ing been diſcontinued by the {/rac- 
 lizes during their travel, and perhaps 
during their bondage too ) the very 
wording of the Command. beſpeaks 
the thing. commanded to have ”_ 
V'Þ ( 
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of cider uſes. For Remembring, is of 
things formerly known. Now Re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy, is the very letter of the Text : 
On which the Jews tell us, as Ter- 
zallian hinſelt reperts it, that God 
ſanQiſyed the Seventh day from the 
beginning, by reſting thereen from 
all his works; and therefore Moſe; 
ſaid Remember the Sabbath day. 

Tf it be objected the ſandtifying 
a Seventh day could be no Com- 
mand from the beginning, for then 
we ſhould have had it amongſt the 
Precepts of the Sous of Noah, I anſwer 
(to ſay nothing of the uncertainty 
of the Tradition of thoſe Preceprs 
any otherwiſe than as they. are 
grounded in Moſes writings ) Nei- 
ther have we in theſe Precepts any 
mention of Sacrifices, of Prayer, of 
4 Priefthood, &c. Yer are we ſure 
that Adam had Command, or which 
1s much che fame, DireQtions or Reve-. 
lations from God touching all theſe; 
And that they were prattiſed by 
him and his poſterity before the 
Rave, It ite fidrhoſe Vero includ; 
no &d 
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in the Precept [ Gnal Birkath Haſh- 
ſhem] zeuching Divine Worſhip, (or, 
againſt profaning the Name of God, 


for I think the words may be ren- 


dred cithcr way) I fay, fo may this 
of the Sabbath well be too : and the 
rather, in as much as it bcing impoſli; 
ble to performan outward at, with- 
out time, the fame Law, which com- 
mands that Act, muſt be underftood 
to command time for the coing it. 
Bur ſuppoſing ( not granting ) no 


Gods Ex= proper command then given, yet 
«pc Cili-can ic not be denyed, that God by 


$40 y. 


declaring, and cauſing to be records 
cd this his Procedure, of gradually 


ficithing all his works in Six days, . 


and reſting the Seventh did propoſe 
his praQice as a precedent to our firſt 
Parents, for their Ordinary paſſing 
thcir time. God was under no ne- 
cclity to take up Six days in making 
the World. . He could have done ir, 
had he pleaſed in Six hours ; Nay in 
Six minutes. Nor was he under 
any fatigue by working, ſo that he 
necded to talk of reſting ; therefore 
his proceeding thus, and not wraps 

; 10p, 
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ing up his procedure in darkneſs and 
| ſilence, but making all matter of Re- 
{ vclation, and a ſtanding Record, 
| plainly ſhews he deſign'd thereby to 
reach Adam and in him all mankind, 
they were ncither to live Idle any 
of their days ( for God worked Six ) 
nor to work each day as they liſted, - 
for. God reſted the Seventh and 
bleſſed it, that is he made it a Holy 
Reſt, a Sabbath. 

From this: either Command or Sc 77117. 
Precedent without all doubtproceed- Th: $-%- 
ed, eVen. betore Moſes's Law, the 03: _ — 
ſervation of The Sabbath amonpſt al] Church be- 
ſuch ar leaſt as adhered to the wor: f-'* '- 
ſhip of the true God: which obſer: =**" 
vation gas been by diverſe learned 

men amply proved both from Scrip- 
ture and Fathers: the proof is too 
long, .here to inſert, . 1 will only 
mentjqn.that $7. Epiphanyius expret- 
ly diſtinguiſhes betwixt T3 gyse:, &c. 
The Sabbatb by nature [ or. Law Na- 
turall ] appointed fromthe beginning, 
and T2 Nav. yiue;-&c. The Sabbath or- 
dained under the Law; which ſhews 
' 492dbath before the Law was in his 
TW  rime, 


cz 


Paradiſe. 
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A Sermon touching 
time, or at leaſt by him, in no wiſe 
doubted of. 


Seft. IX. Formine own part, I amin that Pa: 


Tis pro#- radox ( With ſubmiſſion to berter 
ble, Adam - 


a: Eve judgments ) that the Sabbath was 


obſerved the kept by Adawin Paradiſe ( notwiths 
Sabbat'i in 


ſtanding what the Rabbies talk to 
the contrary ) and that it was the 
only intire day he ftood in his Inno- 
cency. For that Adam fell not on 
the Sixth day ( as many have 
thought) Eves being Created late 
that Day, ' and God's pronouncing 
all very good for the concluſion of the 
day ſeem to me little leſs than de- 


 monſtration. And whereas :God 


having finiſhed his works, immedi- 
atiy reſted, bleſſed the Seventh day, 
and ſanQified it, it /ooks wot likely 
that the Jay which God Bblcſſod and 


ſanftifzed ſhould be the day on 


which the carſe enter d into theWorld. 
Therctorc 1 ſay it ſeems to me moſt 
probable, that our firſt Parents re- 
ceived the revelatien of Godsreſting, 
upon the-very day he reſted, and 
ſo kept the firſt Seventh or Sabbath 
day in Paradiſe, _ 

re ' 


. 
» 
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But be that as it ſhall, I contend 
not. [However, I think it cannot 
bedenyed,burt ro them,who in thoſe 
early ages knew the Hiſtory of the 
Creation (which undoubtedly Ser/'s 
Race in peneral till the Floud, and 
many. of them long after it, did 
know) there was, as alſo there will 
be ro the end of the World, more 
reaſon for keeping one Day in Seven, 
than one Day in Six, or one in Eiphr, 
Nine, or Ten, &c; for that the firſt 
Period, by which, even from the be- 
gining, Time was diſtinguiſht, was 
that of a feptenary of Days or a 
Week : God worked Six Days, and 
reſted the Seventh. Nor is it im- 
probable, but that to ſuch a perio- 
dical diſtinAtion of days may that 
paſſage ( Gez. iv. 3.) be reterr'd. 
U At the exdof days, (fo ſtands it in 
2 the Hebrew Text, what we too 
5 largely render, 7 proceſs of time ) 
that is, not improbably I ſay, upon 
the Revolution of ſome certain 
Week, namely upon ſome Sabbath 
Day, Cain aud Abel brought their 
Offerings, The like may be ata” 
NS x 


A Sermon touching <« 
of thoſe Texts in Fob, (a Hiſtory 
generally granted to be elder than 
the Law) There was a &ay when 
the Sons of God { as the Holy Race 
are ſtiled, Gey. vi. 2.) came to pre- 
fent themſelves before the Lord, Fob i. 
6. and ii. 1. This cannot be better 
txd, than as by Learned Perfons- 
it is, on the 'Sabbath Day, | 
..z y Bur to paſs the Parrjarchal Ob- 
T-- forth ſervation.) There can be no que-; 
C-1:494, ftjon of the command of the Sab:, 
Fang bath from Mount Sina} amonplt. the 
Al rat, other Commands of the Decalogus., 
It is delivered in a ſiyle more em-; 
phatical than any of the other : Ang, 
therefore a man would wonder, that 
it alone of all the Ten ſhould nat be, 
| Moral. Remember the Sabbath Day. 
79 keep zt holy : which words, that 
they" ihould injoyn matter of meer. 
Ceremony, © concernment, only_to 
the Jews, and of [no laſting oblig a=, 
rioin to' Chriſtians, as to a Week) y. 
day of" a holy reſt for the publick- 
Service of God, the Arguments; 
which Ihave' yet known offered, I, 
maſtconſeſs are much too feeble to 
Feb Wade, 4M 
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' Tis.true indeed the Apoſtle teflg -7- 


us { Colloſſ\ ii. 16, x7. ) the Jewiſh 
differencings of Meats and Drinks, 
their Holy days, their New Moons and 


 . Sabbaths © Sabbath days, is not in 
the original, but, Sabbaths] rhat is 


their great variety of Carnal Reſts, 
their Sabbaths of Years, and their, 


Sabbaths of Months, and their Sab- -, 7 


bathsof Days, for all theſe they had ; 
their Feaft-Sabbaths and Fatlt-Sab- 
baths, and the peculiar ways of ob- 
ſerving them, by ſeeding on certain 
appointed Meats,and abſtaining from 
' others uſual enough at common ſea- 

ſons; all theſe were a ſhadow of 
things to come. But will this which 
; concerns only a part of the Ceremo- 
nial Law, evacuate one of the bran- 
| Ches of the Decalogue, all whoſe 0. 

ther Commands are confeſfed]y mo- 
' ral? Let that preciſe Seventh day, 
namely the laſt day of the Week be 
Temporary , and only obligatory 
till the fullneſs of time were come, 

Let bodily reſt,and firifineſs of the reſt 
thercon injoyned to the Jews, not 
to do ſo much of ſervile work as to/ 
kindle 


16 
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kindle a fire thereon : let theſe I ſay 
be Ceremonial, fignificative of a ſpe- 
ritual Reſt under the Goſpel; Was 
therefore a weekly Sabbath holy to 
God for his publick worſhip a ſhadow 
7002? and no certain conſtant propor- 
tion of time to be allowed as ſepa- 
rate to God, becauſe the multitude 
of Jewiſh Feſtivals, and even the 
Judaiſm and Ceremonialneſs of the 
Sabbath, were to be abrogated, 
which is the utmoſt can be conclud- 
ed hence. Let us beware of argu- 
ing thus, there being no reaſon for 
ſuch concluſion as the ObjeQours 
would infer. — 

Before we reſolve of laying aſide 
any part of the Law of God, let us 
conſider it better. | 

There was more in the Command 
then a meer Carnall Reſt, and there- 
fore more than a Ceremony, Re- 
member to keep holy the Sabbath day. 
Reſting from common labours there- 
on was a Ceremony; but ſomewhar 
of this Reſt a Ceremony neceſiary 
and pre-requiſite to the keeping of ir 
Holy; the maiyſubffaxce of the Com:- 

Cn gn” 
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atid, or chief matter commanded, 
wh keeping it holy; that is, worſhip- 
ing God thereon,in publick ; conrem- 
plating him and his works, in ſecret; 
being wholy free to him, for thar 
day. Is Divine Worſhip and Holy 
Contemplation, and Converfe with 
God a Ceremony : p-- 

Further ; Somewhat there is too 
in the Command, as to other days, 
which we cannot account Ceremo- 
nious. Isira Ceremony, a thing in 
it ſelf meerly Indifferent, how we 
fpend our time the Regulation of 
which is moſt plainly the fumme of 
this Commandment. Six days to 
be ſpent 3» our common calling, as per- 
ſons of ſuch or ſuch condition, or 
occupation : And a Seventh in our 
holy calling as worſhippers of the 
true God: 


Mm 


Let who will fay this Command Sect. &T; 


is meerly Ceremonial, | am ſure »o 
Son of the Church of England muft 


ſay fo. For if this as well as the yu: 


other nine Commandments be nor, 
m the Judgment of our Church, a 
10h of cis Moral Law,” why were 

BY ws 


- 
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we juſt now upon our knees, before 
God, by order of our Church, beg- 
ing Gods mercy for our breaking it, 
and his Grace for inclining our hearts 
to keepit2 What to kcep a Jewiſh 
abrogate Ceremony ? 


Nono, Its moral obligation is by : 


our Church and us, before God, ſfo- 


lemnly acknowledged in theſe very | 


Prayers, as oft as we make them ; 
and further, as before hinted i» the 
Homily of the time and place of Prayer, 
to Which I refer my elf, it is more 
at large afſerted. Now fureour ho- 
ly Mother never intended both her 
ſel{ro falſify with God and Man, and 
to hreed her Children too, te fo 
hopeful a praftice: A hopelul 
practice, I ſay, to falſify with God in 
her Prayers, even in her moſt ſolemn 


Office, the Communion Service; and |: 


with Man, in her form of Doctrine 


«dzor Homilies; both which ſhe does, 


if this be not her ſence. Ir is then 
the Judgment of eur Church what 


we have otherwiſe proved, that | 
by the eldeſt poſitive Law of | 
God, a Seventh day is holy to him. | 


And 


Fae NF © Fora wha wag ak —_—_ C— 
Re CE : Ag EEE; oO eget Ott 0 rnt OO NE tt; $5. 


ks ay PFoY <a eo. ao. ; FIN mon «£4 QAa _— ARG wv 


-* dw Lords Day. IJ 
And this Seventh day is now the Sea.X1L. 
Lords day, or Firſt day of the Week, pr” 


by the Law Chriſtian ; Here alſo the c,:5; 
evidence is too long to pive It In, a peopl:s 


| infull, ar preſent. Bur. obſerving 


: 2 the Lords 
Firſt, a word or two for the 7ea. ,,,,,:., 


| | ſonablenels of the Firſt day oi the of c he F:w- 


| Week under the Chriſtian ſtate. hs Sad- 
| The very ſelf ſame reaſons , with **" 


which God of old bound the Seventh 
day-Sabbath on Adam, and on the 
Jews, bind the obſervation of the 
Firſt day of the Week upon us 
Chriſtians. 

The reaſon to Adam was, on the 
Sixth day God ended his works, that 
he had Created, and Refted the Se- 
venth + In like manner, the Seventh 
day of the Week being cnded our 
Lord Jeſus had finiſhr his work of 
the new Creation, in that thereon 
by his reſarrefien, .he made Man a: 
g2in the ſecond time happily immor- 
tal; and having wreſted from Death 
its Sting, from the Grave its Victory, 
opened the Kingdom of Heaven ro 
al: Believers; entred into it himſelf, 
and began the everlaſting Sabbatiſm 


of 
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of the new World : Which work had 
he not finiſhe, what had it advan- 
taged poor mankind to have been 
Created once2 Alas! had not the 
work of Redemption been compleart- 
cd, Mans firſt Creation had only ca- 
pacitated him to have been eternally 
miſerable. This reaſon therefore 
frem the Divine Reſt thereon, holds, 
to us Chriſtians, much fironger for 
this Chriſtian Sabbath. 

The Reaſon to the Jews in ſpeci- 
all was, becauſe the Lord thy God | 
brought thee out of the Land of Fgypd (| 
through a mighty hand and an out- 
Qretched arm, therefore the Lordthy | 
God commanded thee to keep the Sab+ Þ 
bathday. On the Sabbath or Seventh | 
day, fay* the Jewiſh DoCtors, their | 
Forcfathers ſung their ETiviz-o, or Þ} 
Triumphal Hymne toGod at the Red | 
Sea, over the drowned Egyptians. !: 
And ox the firſt day of the Week, while |. 
it was yet early, Qur Lord roſe from |: 
the dead, as out of a Red Sea of | 
Bloud, and brought with him the | 
raiſed Bodies of many Saints which | 
ſlzpt ( the Bodiesof | 


S-- w- 
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= faith an old tradition) and having 
thus reſcued mankind from under the 
bonds of Sin and Death, and of him 
that had the power of Death, the 
Devil, ke made a ſhew of them #r7- 
umphing over them openly. Thusalſo 
there is the like reaſon for the Firſt 
day of the Week to be a Chriſtian 
Sabbath, as there was for the Se- - 
venth day to be the Jewiſh. 
Bur where have we any /y//ztutz: Sect.XIIE 
on for this day, in the Recordsof the ,0/"n nn 
New Teſtament? the Lords 
IT anſwer our Lord Inſtituted it the Day. 1. 
moſt effetual way imaginable , a. 
namely by his. own praftice. His ire- 
|: quent, if not conſtant, ſhewing him- 
} {eli ro his Diſciples en this day, dur- 
: ing the Forty 'days aſter his. Reſur- 
/ rection, his meeting them in their 
Aſſemblies, ſometimes with ſome of 
them breaking bread, with all of them 
always ſpeaking of the things pertain- 
ing to the Kingdom of God, was as 
ſolemn a dedication of this day to 
. the Chriftian worſhip, as well can 
; be conceived. Fohn, xx. 19. The 
| ſame day ( which was ver, x. the ir 
; —— 
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day of the week ) at evening the doors 
being ſhut for fear of the Fews, came 
Feſas where the Diſciples were aſſem- 
bled and ſtood in the midſt of them and 


faid, Peace be unto you; and thewed 


them his hands and his feer. And. 


on the Eighth day, which ( reckoning 
after the Jewiſh uſe, incluſively ) 
was the next Lords day, they are 
met again (ver 26.) and now 
Thomas was with them : for the 
courſe of Sunday-Aſſemblics was be: 
gun) and Jeſus came again the Doors 
being ſhut, and ſaid Peace be unto 


you. Then addreſſing himſelf more 
particularly to Thomas, for the ſatif- 


tying his doubts, and thereby con- 
firming the Faith of them all, he 
pronounces a Blefling, not only on 
them, bur on all that ſhould believe 
on him to the end of the World. 
How often, in thoſe Forty days, 
our Lord appeared to his Diſciples, ic 
has not pleaſed the Holy Ghoſt pre- 
© ciſely to ſet down. T7wo Lords days 
apparitions to them, intheir aſſembly, 
we haye thus ſeen expreſſly on Res 
cord ; and on the ſame days, ſeveral 

privats 


, "£5 Ore FD $38; 
Ft of ret Sf "TER Heiko ne 


the Lords Day. 


private apparitionsto diverſe of them _ 


apart, are recorded alſo, which we 
may not ſtand to examine. 

Thirdly, the moſt famous and 
oſten ſorc-appointed appearance, on 
the mountain 2» Galilee (a place dil- 
rant enough from Feruſalem, that 
none might fear diſturbance from 
the Chiet Prieſts and their Partiſans) 
is by ſome very great men placed ox 
the Lords day : at which time he was 
ſcen of above Five hundred Brethren 
at once, ſpeaking no doubt (as his 
uſe was) of the things pertaining to 
the Kingdom of God. And being 
that this his appearance cannot, con- 


ſiſtently with St. Pauls account, be 1 Cor; xe; 


coincident with that at his Aſcenſi- 
on, there is little probabiliry (all 
circumſtances being confidered) for 
placing it on any other day. 

Laſt of all, our Lord choſe to 
bleſs the Firſt day of the Week by 
that moſt illuſtrious manifeſtation 


of his being the Sonof Gqd, in /exd- 


ing the ſpirit of Promiſe, AQS. XI. I. 
. When the day of Pentecoſt was fully 
- come (Pentecaſt,that is the Fiſtieth 
__ day 


6.7. 


—— 
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day ( there is no reaf6fto regard 
preciſely the Jewiſh Feſtival, or to 
make a proper name of a common 
one) on the Fittieth day, I fay, 
Which from the Reſurceftion muſt 
needs fall on the Firft day of the 
week, reckon ir ar leifure ) they 
wereall with one accord in one place 
(continuing ftill their Aſſemblies on 
the Firſt day of the week) and ſud- 
alenly there came a ſonnd from Heaven, 
as of a mighty wind. In a word the 

i Holy Spirit moſt miraculouſly came 

fl upon them all, as the Lord had pro- 

18! miſed. Here is from our Lord 

[ | himſelf. another ſanQiſying of the 

Lords day to the purpoſe. For in. 
dced, with it, he miraculouſly fan. 
Qified the whole body of the faith- 
{ull aſſembled thereon. 
£. Bybis Subſequent hereto, or after the 
Apoſtles: miſſion of the holy Ghoſt, zhe 
Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical Churches |: 
conſtant obſerving the Lords day in 
zts weekly courſe, as is moſt probable | 
upon Apeſlolical Orders for it, was a 
continued or reinforced practical Di- 
vine Infticution of the fame. _ 


Ci IE URN wie RN os aha ens ain Dadra dy 
\. $pE W *. ES Br 2 4 LING ng Lan AR {2 4 A IEA MOVE LIES 4 - 7 = ODE ESRI 0 
Wn. Caps At | TER ge Lhe OD Chi att , | 


_ 


Is 
$1 
-—x 
3, 
+ 
( 
Y 
5 
4 
, 
KY 
AQ 
wil 


the Lord, Day, 


{ ſaid: For none will doubt what: 

ever Orders proceeded from the 
Apoſtles, as Planters of Chriſtianity 
in the World, were of the fame au: 

thority, as if they had come 2 imme- 
diately from Chriſt who ſenc them. 

As to the pradtice of .the Church + 
At Troas, St Paul paſſing to Jeruſa- 
lem,zpon the firſt day of the week,when 
the Diſciples came together to break 
Bread preached to them, Ats xx. 7. 

St, Paw'ls preaching, at thar time, 
might be as to that Church caſual 
enough : but it appears to have been 
the ſtared and uſual courſe, the 
Dies Natus for the Churches meeting 
together to break Bread, 

Beſides this ſolemn and continued 
pratice, we have the footſteps of 
the Apoſtolical mandate it ſelf, 
x Cor. XVi. 1. 2. Now concerning 
the colleftion for the Saints as I have 
given order to the Churches of Galatia 
even ſo do yee; upon the firlt day of 
the Week, let every one of you lay by 
ror in flore, as God hath proſpered 
ro , that there be no ' gathering whes 

C0 


me. "This Churches of Galatia, 
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were of agreat extent. He had 
given orders in thoſe Churches; and 
now gives orders alſo in Corinth for 
Lords day-alms. The private lay- 
ing aſide at home, if we will inter- 

ret it conſonantly to what we are 
aſſured to have ſeen {rom the begin-. 
ing the uſual practice, was only 
in order to the depoſiting all in the 
Aſſembly, with the Chief Miniſter 
of the Church, called in Faſtin Mar- 
tyrs days the ITezerus, OI Biſhop : 
For if this had not been deſign'd, 
the end he mentions would not have 
been obtained. There would have 
needed flill a Gathering of all when 
he came. But ar the celebration of 
the Euchariſt, ſtyled in thoſe days 
Breaking of Bread, the Deacons col- 
letcd, whar each perſon offered, 
and delivered it to the rruſt of the 
Biſhop, as we read more at larpe in 
the Antients. This colleQion there- 
fore proves a Communion that day, 
and the Apoſtles order being plain 
for what was Acceſſary, mult be ac- 
knowledged for the Prizczpal, Now 
if the Apoſtle gave order for the 
= Com- 
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Communion, and ColleCtion there- 
at, on the Lords day, no doubt he 
gave orders for the Aſſemblics there- 
en, at Which the one was to be cele- 
brated, and the other made. And 
then if we admit, that the Do#rixe 
and Tradition of all the Apoſtles was 
one and the ſame, as the Ancients af- 
firm, and I know not on what good 
reaſons any can deny, it will follow, 
that it was an Apoſtolical Order, 
that the Lords day ſhould be the 
day of publick Chriſtan Aſſemblies. 

In this aſſertion of the ſacredneſs Sect. 14. 
of the Lords Day, partly from the . 774: 
Inſticution of Chriſt and afterwards ;;,.. gc 
by the Ocder of the Apoſiles, the Unanimous 
Antient Fathers are uananimous. berein, 
Above all others, memorable is that 
large Text of St. Zznatius, (an carly 
Martyr of Chriſt, who himſelf a- 
vows , as bis Text is commonly 
rendred, that he ſaw our Lord Jeſus 
in the fleſh, after his Reſurredtion : 
and who was ordained Biſhop of 
Antiech, by the impoſition of the 
hands of Sr. Peter himſelf ; truely 
therefore St.Perers Succeſſor, and an 

£2 Apoitoli- 
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Apoſtolical Father) Muir: is oafberi- 
Coury Iidoies ſaith he. Let ws there-. 
fore no longer Jewiſhly keep the Sab- 
bath [| that is, neither on the day, 
nor in the manner theJews do,which 
manner he there expoſeth ] — But 
let each of us ſpiritually keep the Sab- 
bath, rejozcing in meditations on the 
Law of God, admiring the works of his 
hand —' Let every one that loves 
Chriſt keep the Lords Day — the 
Queen of days — on which eur life 
roſe, and viftory ever death was got- 
7en : With more Elepgies of it there 
to be ſeen. Now here the Jewiſh 
Sabbaths and Sabatifing are expreſly 
required to þe laid afide, and aSpi- 
ritual Reſt, and the Lords Day 
injoyned inſtead thereof. Bur Sr. 
Athanaſias, in his Homily De Semen- 
te, poes farther and teaches us, zhe 
Lore. of the Sabbath Meribne 93 Caf = 
Bars, Sc, Franſlated the Sabbath Day 
zo the Lords Day. And further : The 
Apoſtles & Apoſialical Men did ordain 
{ namely by our Lords appointment, 
as in other caſes ) that the Lords Day 
ould be kept with Religious _— 
nd fait 
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faith St. Auſtin ; And much more on 
the ſame purpoſe have others which 
I muſt wave. Sunday then does not 
ſtand on the fame foot with other 
Church Holy days. Ir is wore ſacred, 
truly of Divine Right, zhe Lords 
Day, or a Chriſtian Sabbath. | 

Now as to the true Chriſtian way $ea. xg. 
of keeping it. 7 was, faith St, Fohy Hewthe 
' in the Spirit on the Lords day. Lords: #ny 


g : EE z5 to be 
Time will not permit me to preſent ;,z,. , 


the various gloſſcs en this phraſe. :7'r/ Hed 4} 
To ſhorten all: I will readily ac- | 
knowledg, we now adays cannot 

be in the ſpirit any Lords day, as St. 39 
Fohn wes on this, in the Text. He 

was 2 a prophetick extaſy. Burt 

that, which inall likelyhood led him 

into this exalted temper, and which 

in our ſlate of things bears analogy 
thereto, may be and ought to be our 
entertainment each Lords Day. St. 

Fohn was now 7» Patmos, a (mail | 
Iſland in the Arcbipe/age, between | 
Crete aud Afia minor, baniſht thither | 
by Domitian for the word of God, and 
for the teſtimony of Jeſus Chrift. Here 
was no aſſembly of LR 


A Sermon touching 
him to jayn with; But the Lords 
Day coming upen himin courſe, we 
cannot weli bur conceive him taken 
up in this his Solitude with Prayer, 
Praiſe, and Contemplations ſuitable 
ro the day ; and in theſe being tran- . 
ſported, to have had his Soul wholly 
poſleſt by the Holy Spirit, and to 
havereceived from our Lord all thoſe 
Revelations, which in this book he 
Records. And thus paſt that whole 
day ( at leaſt far the preateſt parr 
of it ) with the beloved Dilſciple. 
For in one day, as is conceived by 
very learned Interpreters, had he 
all thoſe apecalyprick viſions. 

They who cannot aſcend into 
heaven, may yet go up tothe moun: 
tain. We are nor, in the preſent 
Nate, to expe Viſions and Reve- 
lations each Lords Day. St. Fehr 
himſelf had chem'nor, that we knew 
of, but while in Patmes, and when 
God made his Church amends, as I 
may fay, for the want of his com- 
mon Miniftry, by extraordinary Re- 
velations, which were to conyince 
the World and all the Powers of 
Hell, 


the Loods Day: 
Hell, that their malice could not 
ſuppreſs the Goſpzl, but only make 
it ſhine another way clearer and 
farther ; and that however Tyrants 
might drive the meſſengers of thoſe 
glad tydings into deſolate corners, 
ſo as ſome Aſlemblics might for a 
ſeaſon want their living voice, yet 
ſhould they not be able to hinder, 
but the whole World ſhould ring of 
their teſtimony wherever they were, 
and thereby know, in what me- 
thods and diſguiſes, the Grand Maſ- 
ter of all the Tyrants on earth (the 
Devil ) has and ſhall, in the ſeveral 
ages of Mankind, ſet them on work, 
to the end of all things; fo that I 
fay, St. Johns being thus in the Spi- 
rit was not common even 20 himſelf. 
Waving then what was extra- 
ordinary, Let us attend to what 
is ordinary and ought to be 
conſtant. We may, and oughr 
- on the Lords Day to be (1) 7 
Spiritual Exerciſes, and (2) in 
@ Spiritual temper for attending 
them. 
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Sect. 16. 
Of Spiri- 
tunl Ex- 


A Sermon touching - 
Spiritual Exerciſes, I call the 
offices of Worſhip, or ordinary du- 


crciſes on ties of Devotion on the Lords Day - - 
zhe Lords and thoſe are either Publick, Private, 


D CIC 


or Secret : Which cannot commenly 
be omitted without ſin. _ 

Publick daties, are thoſe which 
are performed in Church-Afſemblies; 
And they are chiefly four : in their 
Scripture Names, Praying, Singing, 
Dottrine, and Breaking of Bread : 
There is no reaſon to ſurmiſe, from 
what we have extant in the As, 
and in the firſt Epiſtle to the Coriz- 
#hians, that any Lords Day in the 
Primitive Church paſſed without 
each of theſe in their Solemnity. 
What amongſt us is meft negleQed, 
give me leave to teuch upon” 

Of which ſort is conſtant communz- 
cating. The Chriſtian Church white 
it continued in any tolerable purity, 
never ſpent a Lords Day without 
the Lords Supper ; on Which of old 
it. was more Scandalous for any 
Chriſtians ro turn' their backs, than 
It is now tor Men amongſt us tg 
live Excommunicate; ( this I could 
os 


WP 


"out Lords Day. 


taſily prove at large, bur muft for- 
bear..) And that eur ewn Church 
_ efteems the Lords day bur half cclc- 
brated, without the Communion, 
appears, by her having provided a 
Communion: Service for every Lords 
Day in the Year. The Commmuni- 
on, aS we hayc heard, was aver attend- 
'«d with a ColleQtion for the Poor, 
[now called Objations. Never Eu- 
charift withoat' Offertory. And this 
'We have ſeen to be as ancient as 
"St. Pauls planting the Goſpel. 
Deofttine was ſubdivided into Pro- 


.pheſying ( or Interpreting of Serip! 


| kure. ) W Which: we now call Preach- 
ing, into ;Reading,  Exhortation, 


eaching, and perhaps otherwiſe. 


"Now the worg commonly uſed for 
Faching Ken x$iv* "tO Catechiſe. 
This Oterk was of ſo preat note in 
the Primitive Church, 
Eaten to ſome choice [Perſon 
appointed, purpaſely thereto; bur 
"him comp oly 1 moſt learned. And 
tech 


| whe 
he if 


chat jt Was 


higng I .do. nor mean, 


ring young People repeat. 
he Fe Catechiſm, bur 


expounding 


33 
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expounding to them the DoQrine 
| 1 of it; Examining them upon ſuch 
il Expoſitions, and by all the feveral 
" | plaineſt ways poſſible, inculcating 
| theſe Doftrines, till they underſtand 
them. And for gaining reverence 
to this Office, as well as fer other 
| reaſons, which [ will notname, Elder 
| . >, people ought to fit by. In a word all 
forrein Churches outdo us herein: 
And if we take not more care, than 
yer uſual aniongft us as to this work, 
we ſhall without a miracle, in the 
next ape, go very necr to. looſe our 
Religion. 

Private Duties | call thoſe which 
are performed in private Families ; 
Parents, Children, Sojourners, Ser- 
vants, joyning in Prayer and Praiſes 
ro God, - and in reading his Word, 

and other good Books as conyeni: 


ency offers. 

r ev Pities are ſuch 'as evety 
Chriſtian ſhould perform by themn- 
felves iq the Cloſer or Retireme 

_ Suchare Meditation, race 
on, RecolleRion of our .improve- 
ments, and in the cloſe, Prayer and: 

Thankſptvin' 


ri Safe fa GALT earns oc. A CA oc ne - 


Thankſgiving as occaſion requires. 
Thoſe who demand Proof io 


the Cloſet, be neceſſary, and duties 
on any day 2 It they be ſo, there is 
noſuthcient reaſon for their omiſſion 
on the Lords day, when by Law of 
God and Man there is molt leiſure 
for them. Beſides they will be 
pleaſed to conſult Nambers xxviii. 
9, 10. where they will find the pe- 
culiar ſacrifice for the Sabbath, both 5 
Morning and Evening, wasrequired 
of the Jews, over and above the cox- 
tinual daily Burnt offering; the 
like too upon the New Moons, 
ver. 24. and on other Feſtivals , 
ver. wt, Thar whichT infer from 
hence is, that the publick Lords 
Days Worſhip, and other Feſti- 
val Offices, muft not ſupercede or 
abate our ordinary Private or Secret 
Devotions on thoſe Dayes. Theſe 
are to be faithſully ſuperaded to 
them, | 


F 2 This 


the Lords Day. 35 


eſe, Section 
being duties of the day, will give i 
me leave to ask them whether ed F 


ſuch praftices in the Family, or in tie. 
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36. A Sermon touching 
Setion "This haply ſome will cry out is 


to Fanangeſm, Puritaniſm, Sabbatari- 


Cattn of this aniſm, and the like. 

> cpgocy I anſwer, there may be a Fanati- 
Dota eps Al ( and perhaps a Phariſaical ) way 
too of doing theſe duties ; bur the 
practice of the duties it ſelf is not 
Fanartical or Pharifaical; and much 
leſs is it Sabbatarianiſm. We muſt 

make Fanaticks and Sabbatarians of. 
the moſt Ancient Fathers of the Pri- 
mitive Church, and the moſt learn- 
ed Doctors and Pillars of our own 
Ghurch, if we can find either Fa- 
naticiſme or Sabbatarianiſme in 
ſpending the whole Lores day in a 
ſucceſſion, or holy exchange of ſuch 
Duries, as theſe mentioned. FJuftir: 
Martyr was noFanatick nor Sabbata- 
rian, yet in his ſecond Apology he 
rel's us the Chriſtians of that age, 
which was but one hundred and 
forty Years from Chriſt, «ſex 70 
repeat at bome what they bad learn- 
ed that day in the Publick Affembly. 
Origen and St. Chryſeſtome werc no 
Fanaticks, nor yet Sabbatarians,-yet 
both 'nay the later more than once) 
= | preſs 


_ the Lords Day. 
preſs the ſpending ('Huizes 72v7lu Zalw, 
&c.) This whole day in the exerciſe of 
Spirituals. | 
And to wave others of the Anci- 
ents and come neerer home. I ſcarce 
think any Son of the preſent Church 
will adventure to brand the Reforma- 
tion in King Edward the Sixths days 
with Fanaticiſim.or Sabbararianiſm - 
yet under that, I find a Cave ac. 


knowledged for. ſpending. the Lords 


Day tin private Prayer and Thankſgiv- 
ing, acknewledging our Offences, re- 
conciling our ſelves to our Brethren, 
viſiting the Sick, comforting the Af- 
flifted, relieving the Poor, and inſtruit- 


I 


ing Childres and Servants in the nur 


tare and fear of the Lord. 

 __ Burtobe ſure, the Authors ei the 
Book of Homilies we muſt not fay 

were either Fanaticks or Sabbata- 

rians : For the Homilies we are 

bound ſtill to ſubſeribe and approve 

at leaſt, if not publickly to read - 


. yet they teach, that ox this day 


people ſhanld ceaſe from all common 
and bodily labour and give themſelves 
1D jollp { note 'that word ] te the 
EE | Exerciſes 
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A Sermon touching 
exerciſes of Gods true Religion. 
Arch Biſhop Whztgife, againſt the 
Admonitioners, was no Fanatick, 
Puritan, or Sabbatarian, yet faith he ; 
10 man doubteth the meaning of theſe 
words, Six daps ſhalt thou labour, 
Ec. tobe this, that ſcing God hath 
permitted us Six days to do our own 
works in, we ought in the Seventh 
Whollp 70 /erve hm. | 
Biſhop Francis White, inhis Book 
againſt the Sabbatarians, was neither 
Fanatick nor Sabbatarian, yet he 
tells ws our Church requires, that 
wpow the Lords day Parents and Maſ- 
ters, znſtrud their Children and Ser- 
wants in the fear and nurture of the 
ET | | | 
' Mr. Fooker was neither Fanatick 
nor Sabbatarian, yer he teaches, we 
are ts account the San#tification of one 
WD yole ay 7» the week, a Duty which 
Gods immutable Law doth exadt for 
9 ecane 5 | 
Finally, I believe no ſober man 
will fay that Excellent Book, Zhe 
Whole duty of man, ſavours either 
of Fanaticiſm or Sabbatarianiſm, yet 
; BL Partit: 


, the Lords Bay. 
Partit : 2. © Sect 17. The Author 

teaches all in their Families the pra- 

Qtice I have perſwaded. 

-- Bur will ſome ſay, there were in 4/ 

our Church who have taught other- 

wiſe, who have juſtified Sports and 

Revels onthis day. Yes, and there 

are too many at preſent who pra- 

Qice otherwiſe; burl fear riot to ſay, 

both the one aind the other, were 

and are (1 will hope not. intentio- 

nally, yet in realicy and effect ) in 

this part the, depravers of Religion, 

the _corrupters and diſturbers of our {f 

"Church. It were eaſy to.take off | - 

| 


that thin vail of learning, with which 14 
ſuch liberties have been ſer off; bur 74 
| T muſt not divert thereto. - Fe 

'A word I ought to ſpeak to thr Seftion | 
tetriper of mind, 'with which we.are XIX- ii I 


nc artend Poe duties ; 4: which, ou ghe Nr s " s | 


ferm [iba on thoſe el Tr 
2 FI Het in the Fly Cleft... - An : FX 
Epheſ* 6.18.  Prayin  alivays with ; & 

dd manuer o Prayer 4 Fe hpliaim | 
in 
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no doubt both the Apoſtles meant, 
not praying with any ſuch imagi- 


| cryed up for abſolutely neceſſary by 

Il many, but praying with a devout holy 
temper of mind; 'a temper conſiſting 
in-the union of thoſe ſeveral Graces 
' of Gods Spirit, which ought to be 
exerciſed in Prayer : In ſhort, pray- 
ing with a heart full of Faith, and of 
'Love towards God and. Mankind ; 


_ contempt of this World, © T may oor 
now take time farther. to open this 
"Temper: but with.ſuch temper .as 
this, "ſhould we this. day perform 


reoffter. And co be employ 
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- office$mentioned, with ſuch temper, 
'1s.to'be as much 7» tbe Spirit on the 
 Lards Pay, asinthe tudlent Nate of 
+ things, \.we can 'be. But, I myſt 
_ draw t/a. conclufon.  . . 

Se&XRY.. | Youhave heard, "beloved, .how 


Concluen. the ' antient Chriſtians" kept 'the 
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in the Spirit : by which term, Spirit, - 


nary ſpiritual pift of Prayer, as is 


of the' hopes of, Glory, and? Io of 
.all thoſe pirteof worſhip, which we. 


13 ed If prayer and praiſe, .and in like 


- . Lords Day,” atid how we may and. 
| ought 


the Lords Day. 


ought to ſpend ours : Now give me 
leave to ask you (or will you be 
pleaſed to ask your ſelyes) how 
you ſpend yours 2 


| 


In the Morning, if you can, many By way 


of you dreſs your ſelves more Vain- of Revre: 
ly and Phantaftically, than you do benſion« 


. allthe Week; that's your firſt labour: 
Then ſomeof you geta better Break- 
faſt than on other days. Then to 
Church, and ſhew your ſelves; 
where if you are a little demure in 
part of the Prayers, that's the ſumm 
cotal of your Devotion. At other 
times you Gaze, one While you. 
Whiſper, Talk and Laugh ; another 
while ſome compoſe themſelves, and 
Sleep. Howſmall is the conſtantly. 
Serious, Devour and attentive Part ? 
How ſtrange a body now adays is a 
Chriſtian Aſſembly > Then, when 
the Morning Offices are done, a 
more liberal Dinner than on other 
days, and what diverſion we can 
find within doors, or withour, as the 
weather ſerves,entertains the genera- 
lity of us, the reſt of the day. Good 
Lord torgive,Good Lord amend this. 
TE OTE G Wherefore 
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By way 
ef Exher- been ſaid prevail with all for a 


tafion. 


Fare, and Holy-day-Libertics. 1 ml 


A Sermon touchih g | 
FVherefore, Ina word, let what haY 


reverend eſteem & ſirift obſervation 

of the Lords Day : -Letus diftinguiftt. | 
it from other days,by ſomething clts, 
than Ho!ly-day Cloaths and Holy-day' 


fand to it ; the keeping up,” amon 
us, notonly that ſmall remain of the. 
power of Godlineſs, whichis yerlett, 
but the very face cf the Reformed 
Religion ( which God be bleſſed we | 
have fairer than our neighbours ) de-: 
pends very much hereon. 


By wes Works of mercy may be,' and ought) 


Chriſtian People. St. Ignatius, in 
the place beſlore mentioned,” taxes 


ef Caution. to be done on this day, as well as 


on any other. When they come ' 
{rom a pious heart, they are Acts of 
Devotion, in his eſteem, who hath 
faid, 1 will have mercy and not ſacri* 
fice. And works of neceſſity, or grand 
conveniency, ſuch as ſecuring neceſſa- 
ries of Jiſe when periſhing, drefling 
fic food, or the like, foraſmuch as 
chey areneer a-kinto works of Mer- 
cy, are not on this day unlawful to 
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the Lords Day. 


the /ceding #n cold Meat, this day, as 

- & point of Fudaizing. And there is 
+:22n antient 'Canon, ameneſt- thoſe 
".Ealled Apoſtolical, again/t faſting on 

# the Lords Day. Wherefore certain- 
"2, ly ſuch refreſhment of our Bodies, 
+ and regard to their vigour, as may 
': keep up our Spirits in the ſervice of 
God, is not to be negleted. We 


ought this day, if any day, Zo caf 
our meat with gladueſs, as well as 


a fingleneſs of heart. But in all theſe 


things, we mult be faithful ro God 
and our ſelves; not framing neceſſi- 
ties of buſineſs where there are none; 
and taking care, we in ſuch ſort uſe 
not the ſuccours of Nature, as to 
turn them into burdens and hindran- 
CCS. 
FE have done, and beſcech God, 
what F have thus plainly, rhough 
roo precipitantly, and briefly ſaid, 


- may cftteCt in all, or ſome of us at 


leaſt, a more con{tant, conſctentious 
and ſpiritual diſcharge of our Publick, 
Privateand Secret dutieson this day. 


By this means a vein of intelligenc 


and ferious Religon will ſoon run 
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«4 A Sermon touching, Oc. of 
through Families, and, by them; 
through Pariſhes, through Cicy and | 
Country. And this will foon ſettle and 
ſecurc Religion co us ; and Religion - 
ſettled willcertainly ſettle and ſecure + 
the Nation ; Art leaſt, if God ſee nor : 
fic to ſettle any of us here in this * 
World, it will prepare and lead ſuch 
of us, who are ſpiritual Worſhippers 
of him, to an eternal ſettlement ; 
ro a better Country, aud therein to 
(that glorious Sabbatrſm which remains 
fer the Children of God, To which 
our Heavenly Father bring us all 

through Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 
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